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What is the Jappa Cimes?
What’s
inside? The Jappa Times is a quarterly newsletter published by the Westwood

Old Girls Association. The newsletter will use this medium to
disseminate information on what has happened, is happening and will
ACGM 2016 happen within the Association. The Jappa Times will provide
% motivational material for the ladies of the Association and fun things to
do in your spare time.

Labour Day

Pl”O.j{:Ct The New Executive Team

Mentorship
&
School Leaving
Ceremony
2016

Motivational
Corner
&
Games and
More

Members of the Executive Team L-R: Pauline Madourie (Assistant Secretary), Dawn Stoney
-Grant (Assistant Treasurer), Dawn McNaughton (Fundraising Monitor), Lorna Dixon
(Treasurer), Rickaye Brown (President), Winsome Vanhorne-Christie (Vice President),
Jennifer Lai (Secretary), Nordi-Kaye Wiggan (Social Media Manager) Chantal Clarke (Public
Relations Officer) and Rocquel Brown (Mentorship Coordinator)
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WESTWOOD OLD GI RLS ASSOCI ATI ON
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETI NG
The Mico University College, 1A Marescaux Road, Kingston 5
Saturday, March 5, 2016- 3:30 P.M

AGENDA

Call to Order- Rickaye Brown
Opening Prayer- Dawn Stoney-Grant
Welcome- Winsome Vanhorne-Christie
Apologies for Absence
Courtesies (Congratulations, Birthdays, Condolences)
Minutes of 2015 Annual General Meeting
Matters Arising
WOGA Air Raffle- Rickaye Brown
Reports
President’s Report- Rickaye Brown
Sister, Sister (Mentorship) Report- Rocquel Brown
Public Relations Report- Rickaye Brown
Financial Report- Dawn Stoney-Grant
New Business
Membership Groups- Winsome Vanhorne-Christie & Dawn Stoney-Grant
Assistance to Westwood- Winsome Vanhorne-Christie
New WOGA Website- Rickaye Brown
Election of Officers- Electoral Officer
Acceptance By the New team
Any Other Business
New York Chapter
Other Executive Posts- Electoral Officer
Social Media Manager
Fund Raising Manager
Memorabilia
Vote of Thanks
School Song
Refreshments

Courtesies
Bi r t h-cPasyns celebrating birthdays for the period January — March were acknowledged. “Happy
Birthday” was sung and persons were encouraged to call celebrants on their special day.

I n Me m o-r Allummn Sheila James, Elsa Wilmot-Binns, Aleen Gray, Jacqueline Manning and
Shirley Gordon all passed on during the year. Old Girls who lost loved ones during the year were
noted. A moment of silence was observed for the departed.

Fundrai sing

Fundraising for the year included seasonal plays and a raffle. The success of each event varied. Efforts will
continue to get maximum support from Old Girls for the future.




WOGA Website

Yes! There was news of the relaunch of a WOGA website, courtesy of Natoya Dent from the New York
Chapter. It would be a central portal for everything WOGA and persons will be able to communicate, donate,
volunteer and purchase memorabilia. Check it out at www.thewoga.org.

Donati ons

Thanks to the fundraising efforts of Novelette Watkis, Natoya Dent, Shaneka Carey and Trishawna Lindo
Westwood received two printers. Thanks also to Joyce Williams, who made a presentation of $28,000.00 J]MD
on behalf of her year group.

Me mber ship

Members were encouraged to seek out persons from their respective year groups to become active members. In
addition, there is always the drive to get current members to settle outstanding dues. Annual dues: $1000 ($500
for retirees and students).

Soci al Medi a Manager

With a lot of persons spending time on social media and in an effort to meet persons in their common room, a
new post of Social Media Manager has been created. Nordi-Kaye Wiggan will be working along with the
Public Relations Officer to manage the Association’s social media sites.

El ecti on Resul ts

The following persons were elected to serve on the 2016-2017 Executive.

Of fice Executive
President Rickaye Brown

Vice President Winsome Vanhorne - Christie
Secretary Jennifer Lai

Assistant Secretary Pauline Madourie

Treasurer Lorna Dixon

Assistant Treasurer Dawn Stoney Grant

Public Relations Officer Chantal Clarke

Mentorship Co-ordinator Rocquel Brown

Immediate Past President Andrea Crossfield

Prizes and Surpri zes

Gift baskets were presented to the first Old Girl to arrive and the oldest and youngest Old Girl present. The
WOGA TPAD Air Raffle, carried to assist a student with outstanding school fees, was won by Calabar Old Boy
Carlton Williams. Call credit courtesy of Digicel was presented to attendees.

Suffice to say this year’s AGM was not only informative but fun. Feel free to check any of our communication
media to find out when our next AGM will be. Looking forward to seeing you there.
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In an effort to give back to the school that made us much of who we are, the Westwood Old Girls
Association fosters a mentorship programme which offers Old Girls the opportunity to serve as mentors
to current students.

: Having been assigned a mentee, the mentor offers assistance
“ . in various ways be it financial, spiritual, educational or
emotional. As the curtains came down on what was deemed a
successful year, Rocquel Brown who serves as mentorship
. coordinator for the Jamaica Chapter organized a closing
y ceremony. In April, the ladies had anticipated an outing with
| their mentors which was halted due to lack of finances. The

ceremony would make up for the loss.

The closing ceremony had to be spectacular! So on May 14, 2016 eleven Old ¢
Girls journeyed to our alma mater for the closing ceremony. This year 66
mentees participated in the exercise. The majority of the students were in |
Grade 11. Some mentees were midway CSEC examinations and anxious !
about graduation.

The ceremony started shortly after 10 a.m. after participants were provided =l
with breakfast by the school. The event, hosted by a mentee Shukura Wallen,
included an opening prayer, greetings and commendations by Rocquel Brown.

This was followed by motivational words from our Guest Speaker, Daneille Clarke. She reminded

e students not to focus on where they are at the moment and they should be
mindful that there will be days when you question the path that you have
walked. One should write down your dream and hold yourself accountable.
Daneille is a Westwood Old Girl and reigned as the St. Mary Festival Queen in
- 2014.

There was an item done by three mentees who said they wished to remain
friends with their mentors and appreciated every minute of the experience. The
ladies also did a chant which included the School’s motto “Ora et Labore”.

Guest Speaker encourages ladies
to write their dreams down and
hold themselves accountable.
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All formalities aside, it was games time. Prior to the ceremony six Someti mes things

gifts were hidden, some in plain sight. The ladies were asked to go P | @i n Sixslddigs pose with the gifts
found in the auditorium

searching and within two minutes all gifts were recovered.

Following that, there was a team based scavenger hunt. Once the
teams were formed and they got the first clue the ladies were off
with much enthusiasm. The winning team, led by President Rickaye &
Brown, of course, had a bag of goodies waiting for them. !

Then there was a crossword puzzle with questions some old girls could not answer. Not to worry, the
same puzzle can be found on page 12. This was followed by an exhibition of the new “Running Man
Challenge.”

Oh no! The excitement was not just for mentees as the mentors
had their own special game. It was a game, quite like musical
' chairs except no music... and you had to leave the stage to get
random items that were called. The last one to return was out.

Each mentee was awarded a certificate of participation. There was a meet
and greet session after where the ladies were served some snacks and pastry
we had brought. We thanked them for coming, for participating and wished i

them well. :

Another day well spent and a job well done to all mentors. We anticipate
your continued involvement in this exercise.

If you are interested in becoming a mentor feel free to visit WOGA’s
website.
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http://www.thewoga.org
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Each year WOGA identifies a project at Westwood
to undertake. This year we spearheaded the school’s

Labour Day project in collaboration with the Parent
Teacher’s Association (P.T.A.).

Project Scope
The project involved painting of:
1. the Zulu hut and bus stop as well as the
reinforcement of seats
2. classrooms located on the quadrangle and the

treatment and reinforcement of the
floorboards
3. the Princess Alice bathrooms
4. the P.E. room below the quad classrooms
5. the seats under the Jacaranda Tree.
Game Pl an and Out come

In order to complete tasks we anticipated the
participation of at least 30 persons and a very sunny
day. Twenty persons participated in the project
including the driver, P.T.A. President Rev. Thomas,
and teachers Winsome Lawson, Natalia Whyte and
Vivienne Johnson. Five members of the team were
volunteers from Digicel.

Speci fi Compl ¢ Comment s

Paint Bus Stop Painted
Seats were not
Paint Zulu Hut reinforced as paint
and Reinforce Painted  |had not dried upon
Seats departure.
Paint Quad 2 full Paint and supplies left
Classroom Ex- rooms for job to be completed
terior 2 doors
Treat and Paint | Painted & -
PE Room treated
it T8 T X Paint and supplies left
rooms for job to be completed
Install Class- X Completed after Labour
room Boards Day
The floorboards of one
Reinforce 1 class- |corridor were rein-
Floorboards on room & |[forced. Boards to be
the Quad corridor  |changed
Paint Jacaranda Completed after Labour
Benches 5 benches Day

As we achieve all through prayer and work, we
offered a word of prayer and begged for some
sunshine. Teams were formed and work began.

The teams worked tirelessly to achieve all goals but
were unable to do so due to unfavourable weather
conditions. It rained heavily until approximately
4:30 p.m. This slowed movement as persons who
were painting the hut and bus stop were stranded for
over an hour.

In addition, the electricity went and water followed
suit. Thankfully, we had stored water which was
used to clean up. We are happy that work was done
and a difference was made to the school we hold
dear. Thanks to the “do-it-yourselfers” for a job well
done!

Unused material was left at school for work to be
completed at a later time.

Funding

Cash donations from GoFundMe & the Jamaica Civil
Aviation Authority were used to purchase paint and
other materials used on the day.

Sponsor s Amount
Cash
GoFundMe (Spearheaded by $1,208 USD
Natoya Dent) ($150,798.40 IMD)
Jamaica Civil Aviation Authority | $50,000 JIMD
(through Nicole Morgan)
Ki nd
Lorna Dixon Breakfast

Seaboard Jamaica (through Bulah | 20 gallons of paint

McCain)

Wisynco Group Limited 4 cases of WATA
(through Phaebia Fournillier)

Wyvolyn Gager 5 packs of cupcakes

and cookies
30 gallons of paint

Food for the Poor (through
Latoya Harris)
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Quad Classrgoms during
and aft el :




School eraviug £ eremony 2016

The School Leaving Ceremony 2016 was held on Thursday, June 16 at the William Webb
Auditorium, Westwood High School. This year’s ceremony was particularly symbolic as this was the
first cohort of sixth form graduates after 38 years of inactivity.

The Ceremony included a powerful talk from Old
Girl Dr. Sherunda Smith-Josey reminding and
encouraging students to know who they are. A ¥
choral speech item was performed by the
graduates, this was written by teacher and past
student Miss Monique Robb. The ladies performed
a Lyssette Wilson original song for the audience, ||
entitled “Class of 2016, expressing to Westwood |
that it will never be forgotten by the Class of 2016. |58
Also included was the ceremonial candle lighting y
service where the Class of 2016 passed the torch to

the soon to be Grade 11 students.

Hi g h | Yogrhat have heard rumors that a gem who has been with
Westwood High School for 35 years is leaving. Miss Winsome Lawson, a
Westwood “Old Girl” in her own right, nurtured numerous ladies whilst
they attended Westwood High. She helped students to get a deeper
appreciation for the sciences, in particular “The Bio”, and oversaw the
operations of the Environmental Club and Inter-School Christian
Fellowship. Miss Lawson was honored with a standing ovation for her
years of excellent service to the Westwood High School. Although she
will no longer teach at the school, the values and knowledge she imparted
will not be forgotten. Hats off to you Miss Lawson.

Other members of staff were rewarded for their
years of service including Miss Maureen
Johnson (30 years), Miss Geraldine Allen (30
years), Mrs. Elthia Wilson (20 years), Mr.
Lascelles Gabbidon (20 years). Please view our
Facebook page for additional photos.

We congratulate the graduating class and wish
them endless success as they continue blazing
the trails of excellence achievable through

prayer and hard work.




Do you know?

Four finalists in Miss Jamaica Festival Queen 2016 are Westwood Old Girls.

Congratulations to our Old Girls who were crowned parish queens in the Jamaica Cultural Development
Commission (JCDC) 2016 Miss Jamaica Festival Queen Competition. We salute you for the hard work you have
put in thus far and look forward to supporting you at the finals. All the best in your preparations ladies. Remember

you are all winners.
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Photo credit: JCDC Facebook Page

A Gl i mpse of

Introducing the newest chapter in the WOGA family - WOGA New York, Inc. The chapter was recently incorpo-
rated and held their first quarterly meeting and tea party bake sale in June. Our sisters in NY are working towards
registering the chapter as a bona fide tax exempt corporation. WOGA New York is on the move!

-——
, T Natoya Dent - P.R.O., WOGA New
Jenniffer Brown - Pregldent, WOGA New York Chapter pausing for a selfie while
York Chapter addressing members present manning the table at their Bake Sale.
at their meeting and Bake Sale

Old girls in and around New York are invited to join. We’ll keep you posted about what’s happening.
There’s a lot to do and we need you.
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The WOGA Church Service serves as an opportunity for Old Girls to fellowship
with the congregation of one of its members. This year we visited at the Hope
United Church on June 19 for the 8:30 a.m.
service as a result of arrangements made by
&= Joyce Williams. We were warmly greeted by
Rev. Dr. Margaret Fowler who shared that past
Principal Mrs. FEileen Piggott was her Irish
sister.

The fellowship was enriched by the graceful ladies of Westwood clad in their
white dresses. The service, as it was Fathers’ Day, included children sharing
heartfelt poems in honour of fathers. The Women’s Fellowship team issued
tokens to the fathers who were present. Winsome Vanhorne-Christie brought |
greetings on behalf of WOGA and later presented a cheque to Rev. Fowler to be A
used in an outreach of their choice.

' In her sermon Rev’d Fowler reflected on Elijah’s experiences in 1 Kings
19. She reminded the congregation that sometimes God appears and
speaks to us in the quiet, away from the noise. In this time too we are
better able to hear God.

Following the service we were ushered to the Church Hall for Brunch and
what a lovely time it was! This session was chaired by Nordi-Kaye
Wiggan, Rickaye Brown and Chantal Clarke. Participants introduced

themselves and shared memories and laughs about Westwood as they
knew it. It was refreshing to hear what had changed and the things that still remain. To add even more
humour, the current students reenacted some of what Old Girls had referred to in their recollections and
did a pretty good job.

The food was excellent. The brunch
consisted of a serving of assorted fruits,
ackee & saltfish, callaloo, escovitched
fish fillet, fried dumpling, roasted
breadfruit, boiled green bananas and '

yellow yams served with fruit juice. This
was later accompanied by a serving of &
pastry. In an effort to savor the moment
we took several photos which can be
seen on our Facebook Page.

.


https://www.facebook.com/Westwood-Old-Girls-Association-Est-1920s-168265779866707/
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Born into a world

A culture and society

In a world of expectations
What can a woman truly be

She is told so many things

They say she should and should not be
Restrictions, rules and more requirements
Her worth at issue constantly

She is told by some

That she should be what men can be
That life is a competition

Where she needs to have a victory

She is told by some

That she must be an object of desire
That her value is determined

By those who seek to light her fire

She is told by some

That to have children is the goal
That only as a reproducer

She can have a woman’s worthy role

She is told by some
That she needs a mate to make her whole
Someone who can meet her worldly needs

By

To play a validation role

She is told by some

That status and image dictate all
That what others think she is and has
Can never be allowed to fall

She is told by some

To seek religion and morality

That through her fear of God and life

She can survive temptation and humanity

But could anyone believe that this
Is what every daughter’s born to be
What could this bleak existence
Offer to humanity

There is a woman who is divine
Gift to those born and yet to be
There is a woman of purpose pure
There is a woman of destiny

There is a woman of awesome power
The power of all divinity
Instrumentality of purpose

The mother of all humanity

There is a woman who cares for all
Who nurtures all that is alive

Clyde E.

She accepts all in times of need

In her presence all must thrive
There is a woman who brings peace
To every single troubled soul

Her compassion has no boundaries
The endless comforter her role

There is a woman who perseveres
When others certainly would fall
She is relentless in her faith

Her courage does inspire all

There is a woman of ingenuity
Inspired genius on display
She is inspired creativity

She causes miracles each day

There is a woman of passion pure
Elegant temple of divinity

The gift of her inspired passion
Delivers boundless ecstasy

There is a woman who is for certain
The woman that she was born to be
The Wise Woman fulfills her purpose
And her inspired destiny
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What ' s Next ?

OCTOBER

Saturday 3rd - 3rd Quarterly General Meeting / Tertiary Students
Reception

NOVEMBER

Saturday 26th- Cruise around the Harbour

DECEMBER

Saturday 3rd- Christmas Social

Connect wi t h u

Westwood Old Girls Association www.thewoga.org
Est 1920s

@westwoodoldgirls

@WestwoodOldGirl

westwoodite@gmail.com
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This newsletter was published by the office of the WOGA P.R.O. 2016/17
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